
 
                           AMOS February 2019 Newsletter  

 
                    AMOS Board Meeting 2/5/19 @ 7:00PM ς recap 

 
Treasurers Report:  Gloria was absent.  Please see her report for January, attached.  Doug said 
we are in good financial condition.  We had $13,535.88 in cash after making a bank deposit on 
February 1.  According to Jim, Gloria says we have enough money to get through the year, but 
ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

 
Gift from Danny Hull:  Doug said Danny Hull donated some planes and equipment.  We got 
Ϸфмл ŦǊƻƳ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸолл ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ  WY ǘƻ ŘǊŀŦǘ 
a thank you letter to Danny and submit to Board for approval. 

 
Huckfest Flyers:  Doug said the Huckfest flyers were nicely done. 

 
Discussion of Proposed Amendments:  Doug called for discussion on the following proposal 
made by John Sorenson via email to the Board: 

 
άARTICLE IV: GUESTS 

Section 1: Guest may only fly at the field when an AMOS member is present. Guests 

must show proof of current full AMA membership by placing their AMA card on the 

frequency board when flying. Guests are required to follow all AMOS field operations 

rules. 

Section 2: allow 3 times a year for anyone, interested modelers, past members or 

other club officers. 

Section 3: allow family members who live away from the Sacramento area to fly at our 

field when they come to visit. 

Section 4: let the executive board grant exceptions to the rules ie flyers from the 

seaplane event who would like to camp at our field while waiting for the Castle fun fly. 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ рΥ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΦέ  

 



Discussion followed.  After considerable discussion, on Motion by Tom A., seconded by Les K., 

the Board concluded to table further consideration until John can be present.  Motion passed. 

Field Repair:   Tom A. reported that he and others removed a shade cover framework (which 

had not been covered for some time) from the control line area and used it to replace a 

framework which had been fatally damaged in a storm.  The cover from the damaged structure 

is still usable, and will be replaced when the weather gets better.  The helicopter area needs to 

be rolled and the cover nailed down again.  Helping hands will be wanted for this project.   

Membership:  Jim I. reported 45 members have not renewed.  Four say they will.  Two say their 

checks are in the mail.  181 members are paid and confirmed. 

Club RecordsΥ  WƻŘȅ YΦ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘhe cloud, and 

John S. has access to them if needed. 

Events:  Geordan W. reported he is starting to receive flyers from event 

organizers.  He now has a mega tank printer and can duplicate flyers. 

 

AMOS General Meeting 2/12/19 @ 7:00PM ς recap 

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  MOTION made:  To approve minutes of previous meeting. 
Motion seconded and PASSED. 
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ:  MOTION ƳŀŘŜΥ  ¢ƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǎ 
distributed to all members with the minutes of the Executive Board meeting on February 5, 
2019.  Motion seconded and PASSED. 
 
Field Repairs:  Doug K. reported that Tom A. had moved the shade structure from the old 
helipad to replace the one that was lost to storm damage.  Geordan W:  work needed to repair 
new helipad.  Doug K:  Pad ripped up because the nails were too short.  We have a supply of 
longer nails.  Need some volunteers to nail it down again when the weather permits. 

 
Jet Event:  Geordan W:  Geordan and Basil are interested in putting it on, if Randy S. does not.  
They are contacting Neil to possibly get a jet-certified coordinator.  Jim H:  He has talked to 
Randy, and Randy told him he is waiting to find out the dates for Best of the West and one 
other jet event so that he can schedule our event.  As far as Jim knows, he could take charge of 
our event. 
 
Board Reports 
 
Treasurer Gloria Irey:  Absent.  January report was distributed to members with minutes of 
February Board meeting. 



 
Membership Jim Irey:   Currently 183 members.  46 have not renewed.  Similar to this time last 
year.  Some discussion followed concerning reaching out to Del Webb communities for new 
members. 
 
Safety/Training Les Klear:  Training will begin March 13.  They would appreciate any donations 
of spare fuel. 

 

2019 Event Schedule: 

Helicopter  Event: May 11 -   Basil and Geordan will Host the event. 

 

Float Fly: May 12-19 - John Sorenson will host the event 

 
War Bird Event -   June 15.   Basil, Geordan and Tom Aschwanden will Host  
 
Electric Fun Fly:    August 10 - Host John Hainlen 
 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Cǳƴ Cƭy :  August 17   Will observe AMA National Model Aviation Day and 

also hold the general meeting for August. 

 
Jet Event: Tentative :    J.S. is concerned we may have to cancel the event.  D.K. there is still enough time 

to get it sanctioned and set up.  G.W. will ask around if anyone is interested in being CD.  We will only hold it if it 
is sanctioned.  September 20-22 if it is held. 

 
Giant Scale Event: October 12 :    Gary Meyer and Basil to host the event. 

 

Profile Event:    October 26  Host Randy Allen 

 

Warbird Event!! 

Other Clubs Events: 

Woodland Davis Aeromodelers - 25th Wings of Victory  

Warbird event  June 28-30 , 2019 

 



Giant Scale Airplane Accessories: 

 
 

Power Boxes  - Do you really need one and what do they do ? 

 
Black full function  

4.6 ounces 

Airplane size - 100cc or 

larger  

 Red Basic Function 

Box 3.3 ounces 

Airplane size  50cc - 

80cc 

 

   

 

    Many R/C Airplane pilots that are getting into Giant scale planes start looking at the 

accessories they need to complete there monster planes and question weather they need a Power 

Box. These boxes are a Power Distribution/Regulation/ Ignition Switching Component that 

manages the Receiver, Servos, Ignition and Two Batteries in a tidy All-In-One box.  

 

   The most important advantage of these power boxes is that they take the high current loads 

from power hungry servos off the Receiver Buss. The Standard Receiver Buss can handle 5-10 

amps which is not bad but these Boxes can handle up to 30 amps.  

   

Giant 3D Planes with there large control surfaces can draw a good amount of amps while doing 

tricks. Most Models of  Power boxes send a regulated 5 volts to operate the receiver. The 

receiver then sends the channel control signals it receives from the transmitter out to the Power 

Box. The Power Boxes Buss manages two batteries connected to it and powers up the signals 

and sends them out to operate the servos. Your high amp draw servos for Aileron, Elevator and 

Rudder are plugged into the box.  

 

If thereôs a short in a servo or switch your better off with a power box than a receiver bus. The 

receiver will just go into fail-safe and youôll crash. 

 

  The other advantage of these boxes is that they manage two batteries for redundancy. 

 If one battery goes bad the other will supply current so you don't loose power. Plugging in two 

large batteries into a receiver is not a good idea unless it's a High Voltage Receiver. The Black 

box is $80 so why pay a extra $100 for a High Voltage Receiver and you will still need 

regulators. Regulating power is important for operating servos smoothly without jitter. 

 

  These Boxes also have a separate ignition buss that allows you to use the batteries powering the 

servos to also power the ignition by the use of a jumper. You can also use a separate battery for 

ignition if you want. The Electronic Ignition off/on runs through a receiver channel and is 

controlled by a switch on the transmitter. 

 

 

 



   The more features these boxes have the more money they cost and the heavier the they get.  

The Black unit for Large 100cc models manages the dual battery power consumption equally 

along with adjustable voltage regulators. The Red Box doesn't have the battery regulation or 

management but has the 5 volt regulated power to the receiver and the Ignition Switching. There 

is also a Yellow box that has the adjustable battery Regulators but no battery management. 

The Red unit has to be used with Two Life 6.6 volt batteries. The Black and Yellow Units can 

take higher battery voltages inputs. 

    

  There are many brands of these Power Distribution/Regulation Boxes available at  

R/C outfits. Some High End brands are very pricey. I like these economy units available at 

Hobby King and Mile High R/C. The black is $80 Yellow  $66 and the Red is $50. 

 

The Yellow Model sits in the middle of the Black and Red  as far as features and price. 

I have been using the Black full function model for a few years now and it works great.  

I will try the Red unit in a 50cc Mustang.  

There is a Included on/off Switch. Should it fail the unit will stay on. It works with a open switch 

contact turning the system on, so it's a good idea to unplug the batteries after flying. 

There is also a external mountable LED that turns on when the ignition is on. 

 

 
      Shematic of Black Unit                          Mounted Black unit with Receiver Connected  

 


